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Slate  of  Officers 


Your  Nominating  Committee,  consisting  of  Jim  Augustino,  Katherine  Koelsch,  Judy 
Robinson,  Bob  Bullock,  Greg  Jones  and  Jack  Moss  (alternate)  is  pleased  to  present  the 
llowing  slate  of  officers  and  directors  for  your  consideration  on  April  12th. 


OFFICERS: 


President  *  Jerry  Petruzzelli .  288  Union 

Vice  President  *Judy  Robinson .  56 2B  Lombard 

Recording  Secretary  Jeanne  Milligan .  486  Union 

Corresponding  Secretary  *Helga  Ginige . .  .43  Edith 

Treasurer  *Bob  Bullock . 31  Genoa 

Financial  Secretary  Virginia  Sletteland .  448  Greenwich 

Historian  David  Myrick . 390  Chestnut 

Editor— Semaphore  *Lynne  Burwell . 321  Chestnut 


397-6043 

982-8533 

989-0494 

781-8133 

391-3645 

781-4352 

982-4670 

982-9715 


DIRECTORS,  1982-1984: 


Greg  Jones . 58  Edgardo  Place  986-6412 

Herb  Kosovitz . 340  Chestnut  398-0757 

Maryanne  Otsea .  1236  Montgomery  421-0768 

Nan  Roth . 2017  Grant  397-2176 


DIRECTORS  remaining  on  the  Board,  1981-1983: 


Bill  Snow.  .  .  . 
Jerry  Lubenow 
JoEtta  Agee  .  . 
*Jack  Moss  .  .  . 
Ex  Officio  Jim  Augustino 


.  .  .  .1245  Kearny 
.  .  .  300  Lombard 

.  288  Union 

265  Telegraph  Hill 
. 426  Vallejo 


397-7657 

981-8279 

981-2521 

781-4077 

956-1889 
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Malt  Factory  EIR  Completed 


A  number  of  questions  and  concerns  are 
not  satisfactorily  answered  by  an  Environ¬ 
mental  Impact  Report  (EIR)  published 
February  19,  1982,  for  the  “Francisco 
Place”  office  and  condominium  develop¬ 
ment  on  Francisco  and  Chestnut  between 
Mason  and  Powell.  A  public  hearing  on  the 
report  was  scheduled  for  March  25  by  the 
City  Planning  Department.  Copies  of  the 
report  (EE  80.248)  may  be  obtained  by 
writing  the  Department,  100  Larkin  Street, 
San  Francisco,  94107. 


The  report  outlines  problems  connected 
with  development  of  the  site  below  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill,  in  which  existing  towers  up  to 
100  feet  high  would  be  used  for  costly  con¬ 
dominiums  (a  total  of  93  residential  units 
planned,  including  12  moderate  income 
|||pts)  and  48,000  square  feet  of  office 
space  at  street  level.  About  190  parking 
spaces  are  proposed  for  the  excavation 
three  floors  below  ground  level. 

Because  the  towers  (only)  were  designated 
as  landmarks,  modification  of  their  exterior 
requires  a  “certificate  of  appropriateness” 
from  the  Landmarks  Preservation  Board. 
This  certificate  was  hastily  approved  on 
March  15th.  (Judy  Robinson  and  Nan  Roth 
submitted  testimony  opposing  the  certifi¬ 
cate.)  The  project  also  requires  a  Condi¬ 
tional  Use  permit  from  the  Planning  De¬ 
partment  for  its  proposed  mixed-use  de¬ 
velopment  and  recycling  of  the  towers, 
which  violates  the  40-foot  height  limit. 

Some  unresolved  concerns  for  neighbor¬ 
hood  residents  are  the  following: 


•  Towers.  Use  of  the  existing  100-foot 
towers  will  block  views  and,  worse,  add 
a  new  dimension:  glare  and  bright  lights. 
The  mitigation  measures  proposed  by 
the  sponsors— tinted,  nonreflective  win¬ 
dows  on  the  south  facade  “where  re¬ 
commended  by  mechanical  and  energy 
consultants”  (EIR,  p.  95),  and  no  ex¬ 
terior  lighting  above  the  second  story- 
will  not  satisfactorily  mitigate  the  night 
and  daytime  glare.  Furthermore,  there 
is  no  guarantee  that  the  planning  regu¬ 
lators  will  require,  nor  the  sponsor  in¬ 
stall,  even  these  measures.  The  pro¬ 
posed  mitigation  measures  need  more 
precise  explanation  than  the  EIR  pro¬ 
vides.  Long-range  views  will  continue 
to  be  obstructed  unless  the  towers  are 
scaled  down  to  reduce  long  shadows 
in  the  neighborhood.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  24%  more  residential  units 
could  be  constructed  on  the  site  and 
more  underground  parking  provided  if 
the  towers  were  removed  (EIR,  p.  108). 
Furthermore,  solar  energy  plates  are 
planned  for  the  roof,  which  may  also 
add  glare  and  unsightliness. 

•  Parking  and  Traffic.  The  report,  while 
stating  that  “worst  case”  parking  and 
traffic  conditions  were  studied,  does 
not  take  into  account  the  potential  for 
increased  traffic  from  visitors  to  offices 
and  shoppers  at  retail  stores.  In  fact, 
despite  mention  of  retail  shops  by  the 
developers  at  neighborhood  meetings, 
the  EIR  does  not  refer  to  them  at  all. 
Are  they  planned?  Did  the  EIR  take 
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FA  VORITE I NOSTRI 
RECLAMATORI 


INSIDE  DINING  AND 
OUTDOOR  TERRACE 


for 

FOOD  -  BEVERAGE 
PARISIAN  THOUGHT 


362-7023 
1434-38  UPPER 
GRANT  AVENUE 


Collectibles-Deco-AntiquesKltsch 


Open  l2noon  to  II  pm  at  NIGHT! 

(exc.  Sun. &  Mon:  12  Co  7  PM) 

Browse  through  a‘‘Free  Museum":  A  maze  of 
iruriguingly  beautiful  oddities  and  bizarre 
collectible  gifts!  Select  greeting  cards  and 
eccentric  postcards  from  the  largest 
selection  of  arcist  designs  in  the  City.Try 
on  a  vintage  felt  hat  or  tweed  jacket. 

1562  Grant  Corner  Filbert  , 

PH:  982-5539 
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shoppers  into  account?  The  project 
admits  that  “the  availability  of  long¬ 
term  parking  for  office  workers  w^kl 
tend  to  encourage  commuter  driBwg 
rather  than  use  of  transit”  (EIR,  p.  65). 


•  Open  Space.  The  project  proposes  that 
35%  of  the  site  area  is  “open  space.” 
There  would  be  a  total  of  50%  open 
space  if  “private  open  space”  and 
“common  open  space”  are  combined. 
It  is  not  clear  whether  the  “common 
open  space”  is  accessible  to  the  public. 
This  should  be  clarified. 


Archeological  and  Historical  Factors. 
The  site  is  above  the  remains  of  Gold 
Rush  era  Meigg’s  Wharf  and  Sawmill, 
important  archeological  remains  of  the 
city’s  early  history.  The  sponsor  pro¬ 
poses  to  suspend  excavation  for  up  to 
two  weeks  if  archeological  information 
is  found— that  is  two  weeks  less  than 
the  Office  of  Environmental  Review 
normally  recommends  for  suspeng^\ 
of  construction  while  archeologica^|§- 
ging  and  research  is  conducted.  The 
project  should  be  required  to  suspend 
operations  for  the  longer  period  for 
such  significant  research. 

Dangers  of  Excavation.  According  to 
the  EIR,  the  site  has  the  “potential  for 
ground  failure  hazards”  (EIR,  p.  51), 
which  could  cause  major  shifting  of 
and/or  damage  not  only  to  the  existing 
structures  but  to  neighborhood  build¬ 
ings  resulting  from  excavation  or  earth¬ 
quakes.  There  is  considerable  ground 
water  beneath  the  site  and  soft  sand, 
which  are  major  problems  for  the  ex¬ 
cavations  as  now  planned  (30  feet  be¬ 
low  the  surface  for  parking  spaces).  It 
is  unclear  from  the  EIR  what  happens 
if  the  site  is  found  unsafe  for  such 
cavations.  Will  the  project  go  fori 
seeking  further  zoning  variances? 


ch  ex- 


•  Visual  Quality  and  Urban  Design.  The 

•  project  does  not  conform  to  the  Urban 
Design  Element  of  the  city’s  Compre¬ 
hensive  Plan  (EIR,  p.  58),  despite  what 
the  EIR  says.  The  Urban  Design  Ele¬ 
ment  states  that  historic  buildings  “pro¬ 
vide  a  richness  of  character,  texture  and 
human  scale”  and  “help  characterize 
many  neighborhoods  of  the  city.”  The 
Malt  Factory  does  the  opposite  by  vio¬ 
lating  neighborhood  characteristics, 
which  are  low-rise  and  nonindustrial. 

Anyone  concerned  about  the  environmen¬ 
tal  impact  of  this  large-scale  project  will 
find  the  EIR  fascinating  reading.  The  EIR 
failed  to  mention  that  more  than  60  local 
residents  signed  a  petition  opposing  land¬ 
mark  status  for  the  Malt  Factory  and  favor¬ 
ing  removal  of  the  tall  towers.  Let  the  city 
planners  know  your  views  on  this  imposing 
development. 


BAGE  RECAPITULATED 


Legal  garbage  collection  is  cheap,  but  some 
people  in  North  Beach /New  Chinatown 
avoid  paying  their  own  way  and  the  rest  of 
us  are  taxed  for  their  neglect  and  must  con¬ 
tend  with  the  streets  they  pollute. 


Hill  Dwellers  are  all  too  aware  of  private 
garbage  left  to  rot  in  the  streets  until  the 
next  pickup— or  until  the  dogs  tear  the 
bags  into  unsightly  messes.  Some  of  us  have 
watched  people  deliver  their  bags  (even  by 
the  cartful)  to  public  containers  in  Wash¬ 
ington  Square.  This  writer  has  twice  seen 
garbage  openly  dumped  out  the  window! 


The  Green  and  Varennes  corner  is  usually  a 
notable  eyesore,  as  is  the  entire  adjacent 
block  of  Varennes.  Much  of  Green  from 
Kearny  to  Grant  is  plagued  by  it,  as  are  the 
Le  blocks  on  Union. 


FURNISHED  TH  APT.  for  visiting 
family  or  friends,  month  of  July.  LR, 
DR,  2  BR  (1  small),  IV2  BA,  office,  deck 
View  from  GGate  to  Transamerica.  In 
and  out  dates  flexible.  391-3645. 


ALFRED  R.  PISCIOTTA 
&  SONS 

"Old  World  Craftsmanship” 

CUSTOM  UPHOLSTERING 

Draperies  •  Blinds  •  Shades 

2060  Stockton  St.  «  781-6277 _ 
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LOUVRE 


CUSTOM 

FRAMING 
645  CHESTNUT  GR  4-6648 


FA  VORITE I NOSTRI RECLAMA  TORI 


362-4726 


NEW  PISA 
ESTAURANT 

5  50  Green 
Street 

ITALIAN  FOOD 
Open 

Lunch  and  Dinner  Daily 
Except  Wednesday 
Banquet  Facilities 


On  December  22,  Mervyn  Silverman  told 
the  Health  &  Environment  Committee  tl^t 
of  the  cool  million  annually  paid  by^B 
city  for  public  trash  collection,  $600,0W 
goes  for  what  is  dumped  in  our  streets.  But 
during  1981  Dr.  Silverman’s  inspectors 
issued  not  one  citation  to  curb  this  prob¬ 
lem.  The  police  litter  patrol  did  much  bet¬ 
ter,  but  this  unit  is  too  small  to  cope  with 
the  enormity  of  the  problem. 

Health  &  Environment  now  seems  to  be 
trying  to  “sweep  this  mess  under  the  rug” 
via  the  postpone-until-forgotten  technique, 
perhaps  because  of  the  ethnic  implications. 

So  what’s  to  be  don e?  Public  pressure  is  the 
only  answer. 

Readers  are  urged  to  write  or  phone  Jack 
Molinari,  to  write  Health  &  Environment, 
Attn:  Doris  Ward  (chief  postponed),  and 
to  attend  her  committee’s  meetings  if  our 
subject  hasn’t  been  postponed  off  the 
agenda.  Refer  to  File  510-81.  Be  indign^M 
Push  for  computer  matching  (of  scavei^J 
customer  lists  with  Water  Department  and 
Assessor  lists),  with  well-publicized  fines  to 
residents  who  lack  adequate  service.  Push 
for  3 -language  signs  on  public  containers, 
prohibiting  private  use  and  stating  the  fines 
in  large  letters. 

Keep  phoning  and  writing  until  this  be¬ 
havior  is  stopped. 
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BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS’  REPORT 


m. 


OTIONS  PASSED-February  2, 1982 

o  approve  the  budget  as  submitted  for  the 
first  three  quarters  of  the  fiscal  year. 


To  approve  the  budget  for  the  upcoming 
fiscal  year. 

To  send  out  a  second  letter  to  property 
owners  who  have  not  responded  to  the  first 
letter  about  the  historic  district.  The  letter 
to  be  sent  out  one  week  following  the 
General  Membership  meeting  on  February 
16. 

To  choose  Bob  Bullock,  Katherine  Koelsch, 
and  Judy  Robinson  for  the  nominating 
committee,  with  Jack  Moss  as  an  alternate. 
(Jim  Augustino  and  Greg  Jones  were  ap¬ 
pointed.) 


To  authorize  the  committee  to  continue 
negotiations  with  Capurro  and  Olympic 
Savings  and  Loan  to  reduce  the  amount  of 
ace  the  savings  and  loan  would  take  up, 
extend  the  moratorium,  reassert  our 
goals,  and  to  assist  Rossi’s  Pharmacy  in 
obtaining  a  lease. 


To  ask  for  discretionary  review  for  the  pro¬ 
posed  building  at  Montgomery  and  Filbert 
(1400  Montgomery). 


To  send  a  letter  to  the  Building  Depart¬ 
ment  to  request  that  they  verify  the  height 
on  a  building  at  23  Alta. 


To  send  a  follow-up  letter  in  complaint  on 
the  Ellision  Enterprise  sign. 


Washington  Square  ,  ,  . 

Bar^Grill. 

Xs 

Washington 

Square 

- 

Open  daily  for  Luncli  &  Dinner 

■ 

1707  Powell  St.  982-8123 

Union 

i  N 

ffeo’i.  Coffee  House 


733  Columbus  Ave.  Yukon  6-2-420 
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PROPOSAL  FOR  BRANCH  LIBRARIES 


‘THE  IN  PLACE  TO  DINE” 

CAPP’S  CORNER 

1600  POWELL  ST. 
989-2580 


San  Francisco’s  Finest  Italian 

Family  Style  Dinner  restaurant 
Your  Hosts 

Frank  Sarubbi  Joe  Capp 


GOST  PLUS 

HAS 

EXCITING 
UNPREDICTABLE 
IMPORTS  FROM 
ROUND  THE 
WORLD! 


Fisherman’s  Wharf 
2552  Taylor  St.  at  North  Point 

OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 


^Speedy’S 


781-6168 


WINES 
LIQUORS 


NEW  UNION  GROCERY 

301  Union  Street 

Corner  Montgomery 
DELIVERY  SERVICE 


Quality  Meats  —  Selected  Fruits  and  Vegetables 


De  Martini  Bros.  Inc. 


GENERAL 
1831  POWELL  ST. 


CONTRACTORS 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL  94133 


Lowell  Martin,  an  independent  library  coj^ 
sultant,  submitted  his  plan  for  a 
branch  library  system  on  February  25th. 
According  to  the  proposed  plan,  there 
would  be  six  super  branches,  supplemented 
by  nine  special  interest  branches  housing 
more  specialized  collections.  Ten  branches 
would  be  closed  including  our  own  North 
Beach  Library.  It  is  estimated  that  a  savings 
of  $800,000  would  result  from  consoli¬ 
dating  the  branches  and  that  this  money 
could  be  used  to  build  up  existing  collec¬ 
tions,  hire  professional  staff,  and  develop 
computerized  sources  of  information. 

Martin  maintains  that  the  plan  is  designed 
not  to  discriminate  against  the  neighbor¬ 
hoods,  but  rather  to  benefit  the  entire 
library  system.  Some  service  must  be  cut 
if  the  library  is  to  continue  to  function  at 
all  effectively  given  the  present  low  level 
of  funding.  Unfortunately  the  plan  would 
hurt  North  Beach  and  particularly 
schoolchildren  who  use  its  resources  fuf 
It  must  be  emphasized,  however,  that  the 
plan  is  simply  a  recommendation,  and,  even 
if  approved,  it  would  not  be  implemented 
for  at  least  a  year. 


uld 


Those  who  are  interested  in  contributing  to 
the  decision-making  process  on  library  or¬ 
ganization  and  possibly  even  exploring  new 
avenues  of  funding  should  call  the  Friends 
of  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library,  558- 
3770.  In  addition,  there  will  be  a  public 
hearing  on  Wednesday,  March  31  at  7:30 
p.m.  at  the  Marina  branch,  as  well  as  a  final 
public  hearing  on  Saturday,  April  3  at 
10:00  a.m.  in  the  Commission  Room  of  the 
Main  Library. 


SEMAPHORE  STAFF 


itor: 

nne  Burwell 

Business  Manager: 
Eric  Johnson 

Ad  Staff: 

Camillo  Concordia 
Margaret  Gwathmey 
Glenn  Kersey 
Mary  Wolcott 

Production  Staff: 
Eileen  Chung 
Katherine  Koelsch 
Jo  Mancuso 
John  Robiola 
John  Tansley 


Contributors: 

Bob  Bullock 
Mary  Burns 
Katherine  Koelsch 
Herb  Kosovitz 
Jo  Mancuso 
Jerry  Petruzzelli 
Judy  Robinson 
Bill  Snow 


UNHURRIED  -  UNCOMMON 
MON-FRI  LUNCH  11:30  to  2:00 


(415)  421-8353 


SAILBOAT  RIDES  and 
WINDSURF  SAN  FRANCISCO 


•  WINDSURFING  LESSONS 
•  SAILBOAT  RIDES  ON  THE  BAY 
•  SAILING  LESSONS  ON  THE  BAY 


SUPPORT  OUR  ADVERTISERS 


THD  New  and 
Reinstated  Members 

John  and  Nicole  Klipham 
Paulette  Taggart 
Ruth  Cuneo 
Nancy  Boughey 
Charles  Starbuck  III 
Linda  Osborne 
Barbara  Clark 
E.  B.  O’Donnell 
Janet  Shahan 

Carter  W.  Brown /Donna  Forkosh 
Morgan  O’Hara 
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Offices  Bite  the  Dust  at 
725  Greenwich 

On  March  4th,  THD  won  an  important 
victory  that  effectively  prevented  an  office 
developer  from  erecting  a  four-story  office 
building  at  the  corner  of  Greenwich  and 
Powell.  The  episode  received  prominent 
attention  in  the  Chronicle  and  Examiner , 
as  well  as  from  a  local  radio  station.  Jerry 
Petruzzelli  and  Herb  Kosovitz  appeared  on 
behalf  of  the  Dwellers.  Both  of  them  noted 
that  an  office  building  at  725  Greenwich 
was  illegal  under  the  interim  zoning  ini¬ 
tiated  by  THD  last  August.  The  petition 
sponsored  by  the  Dwellers  temporarily  con¬ 
verts  the  Columbus  Avenue  corridor  and 
most  of  North  Beach  from  C-2  commercial 
(with  a  65-foot  height  limit  and  provision 
for  commercial  and  office  space  above  the 
first  floor)  to  the  more  restrictive  RH-2, 
-3,  or  -4  classification  (allowing  for  only 
ground  floor  commercial-office  space  and 
residential  units  above  within  a  40-foot 
height  limit). 

Petruzzelli  argued  that  North  Beach  was 
primarily  a  residential  community  with 
neighborhood-serving  uses  and  that  an  in¬ 
compatible  office  building  would  demon¬ 
strate  that  the  City  Planning  Commission 


was  not  dedicated  to  preserving  the  unique 
atmosphere  of  our  area.  In  a  letter  written 
to  the  Planning  Commission,  Petruzzelli 
further  contended  that  the  project  should 
be  denied  not  only  because  it  was  unlawful 
under  the  interim  zoning,  but  also  because 
the  building  was  inappropriate  in  North 
Beach.  Under  the  applicant’s  conditional 
use  petition,  incompatibility  is  a  basis  for 
disapproval  of  a  proposal.  Decrying  “office 
creep,”  Petruzzelli  and  Kosovitz  warned 
the  commission  that  construction  of  office 
space  at  the  expense  of  much-needed  hous¬ 
ing  and  commercial  diversity  was  a  trade- 


725  Greenwich 


off  that  the  city  could  ill  afford.  Petruzzelli 
finally  submitted  that  the  project  would 
not  conform  to  the  city’s  Master  Plan, 
which  calls  for  development  of  offices 
south  of  Market  Street  and  non-encroach¬ 
ment  in  neighborhoods. 


1025  Sansome 


1025  Sansome 


The  developer  urged  that  the  offices  would 
remove  an  eyesore  from  the  existing  com¬ 
munity  and,  unlike  1000  Montgomery,  not 
displace  any  residents.  There  would  be  no 
loAof  housing  to  the  community  in  the  de- 
vHper’s  eyes,  and  therefore  no  reason  to 
reject  the  proposal.  Unpersuaded,  the  com¬ 
mission  unanimously  ruled  against  the  de¬ 
veloper.  This  was  a  vindication  of  the  THD 
reclassification  petition.  The  commission’s 
decision  may  represent  a  commitment  to 
disapproving  office  conversions  and  con¬ 
struction  in  areas  near  the  financial  district. 

In  order  to  prevent  further  “office  creep,” 
THD  intends  to  remain  vigilant  about  proj¬ 
ects  that  threaten  to  destroy  the  very  fabric 
of  community  life  in  North  Beach. 


A  new  project  for  development  of  a  7-story 
office  building  at  the  northwest  corner  of 
Vallejo  and  Sansome  has  been  proposed  by 
the  owners  of  the  property.  At  a  meeting 
held  with  Jim  Augustino  and  Jerry  Petruz- 
zelli,  architects  for  the  developer  said  the 
proposed  project  would  contain  approxi¬ 
mately  50,000  square  feet  of  offices,  com¬ 
plete  with  two  floors  of  parking.  The  build¬ 
ing  at  1025  Sansome  occupies  a  whole 
block  between  Vallejo  and  Green.  It  is  now 
4  stories  high  and  contains  parking  and 
offices.  It  would  be  necessary  to  obtain  a 
variance  reclassifying  part  of  the  property 
from  RH-3  to  a  less  restrictive  C-2  use.  A 
parking  variance  might  also  be  required. 
This  is  just  another  example  of  how  San¬ 
some  Street  extends  the  financial  district. 
“Downtown”  now  stretches  from  Howard 
Street  to  Lombard,  given  the  recent  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  Levi  Strauss  facility. 

Views  of  all  the  residents  who  live  from 
Broadway  to  Green  on  the  north  and  south 
and  Prescott  to  Montgomery  on  the  west 
would  be  dramatically  affected  by  this 
building.  Augustino  and  Petruzzelli  pointed 
out  that  there  would  be  a  need  for  an  En¬ 
vironmental  Impact  Report  before  such  a 
project  was  undertaken.  They  also  noted 
that  the  community  would  be  opposed  to 
the  project  simply  on  the  grounds  of  its 
enormity,  wholly  apart  from  the  fact  that 
views  might  be  blocked  and  parking  facili¬ 
ties  eliminated. 


NO  TWOFEI&/ 


ROSSI 

PHARMACY 

Giovanni  Abundo 
Tony  D’Alessandro 

1600 

Stockton 


Delivery  Service 
421-2121 


" Steam  Beer  Underneath 
a  Fig  Tree  ” 


446-480  Green  Street 
GArfield  1  -0221 


SUPPORT  OUR  ADVERTISERS 


om  nm&z&wrvov? 

NOT  C0V5RA  FAIAItV;  IN 
ORVBRW 

WR  MM4T  PAY  fcWtfdlVI 


BIRKENSTOCK 

FOOTPRINTS 


v  SHOE  ; 


bros. 


SERVICE 


427  Columbus  Avenue 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CALIF.  94133 

415/902-2897 


512  UNION  ST. 


ROASTED  COFFEE  -  ESPRESSO  MACFIINES 
Open  daily  from  8  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 
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DOROTHY  ERSKINE 


OPEN  SPACE 


“Giving  to  the  Dorothy  Erskine  Open  Space  Fund,  :n 
honor  of  a  truly  great  environmentalist,  can  result 
in  saving  vital  Bay  Area  open  space.  I  heartily 
encourage  and  support  this  exciting  project.’' 

—Huey  D.  Johnson 

Support  the  Dorothy  Erskine  Secretary  of  Resources, 
Open  Space  Fund.  State  of  California 

Make 

checks  payable  to  'The 
Dorothy  Erskine  Open  Space 
Fund'  c/o  mist  tor  Public 
Land,  82  Second  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94105. 
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Downtown  Growth:  How,  When,  Where? 


hinking  About  Growth,”  a  report  by 
the  San  Francisco  Planning  and  Urban 
Research  Association  (SPUR)  on  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  and  the  Bay  Area  is  excerpted  below: 

Office-based  activity  emphasizing  informa¬ 
tion  processing  is  the  primary  source  of 
economic  growth  for  San  Francisco  and  the 
Bay  Area  and  is  primarily  responsible  for 
the  boom  in  office  construction.  Between 
1970  and  1979  San  Francisco  averaged  1.6 
million  square  feet  of  new  office  space  per 
year.  Four  million  square  feet  are  scheduled 
to  come  on  line  by  the  end  of  this  year 
with  an  additional  20  million  square  feet  of 
office  space  construction  pending.  Despite 
the  building  boom  in  San  Francisco,  office 
vacancy  rates  remain  low  and  rents  high, 
averaging  $36  a  square  foot,  twice  the  cost 
of  space  in  Oakland  and  second  only  to 

I  New  York  City  in  the  nation. 

rhe  high  cost  of  office  space  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  is  forcing  business  activities  involving 
mainly  lower-paid  employees  to  be  located 
in  the  suburbs.  Thus  potential  entry-level 
jobs  for  unemployed  San  Franciscans  are 
lost. 

-T> 

Jobs  and  tax  revenues  are  the  two  main 
benefits  of  continued  office  development. 
Property  taxes  on  last  year’s  new  construc¬ 
tion  added  $19  million  and  payroll  taxes 
on  new  employees  contributed  an  addi¬ 
tional  $8  million  to  city  finances.  During 
the  1970s,  population  growth  in  the  region 
increased  at  only  1/2  to  1/3  the  rate  of  job 
growth,  thereby  providing  jobs  for  many 
residents. 

The  three  major  problems  caused  by  this 
growth  are: 


Housing.  New  jobs  (60-80,000  projected) 
mean  new  workers  requiring  housing.  Con¬ 
struction  is  falling  far  short  of  demand, 
especially  in  the  area  of  affordable  units. 
Density  will  have  to  be  increased,  perhaps 
through  home  sharing  or  by  converting 
land  now  devoted  to  other  uses  to  housing. 

Transportation.  Our  transit  systems  are 
reaching  commuter-carrying  capacity.  With 
the  cutback  in  federal  subsidies,  transit 
operators  foresee  problems  even  in  retain¬ 
ing  the  present  level  of  service.  The  greatest 
potential  lies  in  car  and  van  pooling  to  re¬ 
duce  the  number  of  empty  car  seats  enter¬ 
ing  the  city  during  commute  times. 

Environment.  Housing  and  transportation 
problems  threaten  the  very  environmental 
quality  for  which  the  Bay  Area  is  known. 
In  San  Francisco,  growth  impacts  the  built 
environment.  Congestion  increases  in  the 
neighborhoods.  Architecturally -unique 

older  houses  are  demolished  and  replaced 
by  new  structures  that  change  the  scale  and 
definition  of  public  space. 

Neither  the  public  nor  the  private  sector 
alone  can  solve  these  problems.  The  public 
sector  is  hampered  because  local  jurisdic¬ 
tions  are  trying  to  influence  regional  eco¬ 
nomic  trends.  The  private  sector  has  diver¬ 
gent  interests  and  lacks  authority.  SPUR 
believes  that  a  joint  public-private  effort 
is  needed  to  bring  together  the  informa¬ 
tion,  resources,  and  commitment  to  make 
the  most  of  growth.  THD  hopes  that  the 
forthcoming  downtown  Environmental 
Impact  Report  will  address  these  problems 
of  growth  and  will  not  breezily  dismiss 
dimunition  in  the  quality  of  housing, 
transportation,  and  environment. 


The  wheels  continue  to  turn  about  2024-2030  Powell: 


2024-2030  POWELL 


The  Board  of  Permit  Appeals  decreed  on 
January  6th  that  an  addition  built  without 
benefit  of  permit  in  the  rear  yard  of  this 
property  should  be  removed.  As  the  reader 
can  ascertain  from  the  accompanying  re¬ 
production  of  the  THD  Taskforce  work¬ 
sheet  on  2024-2030  Powell,  it  is  not  al¬ 
ways  easy  to  follow  through  at  City  Hall. 

The  decision  of  the  Board  of  Permit  Ap¬ 
peals  was  finally  delivered  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Condemnation,  and  on  March  17th 
a  letter  was  dispatched  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Building  Inspection  to  the  owner 
of  2024-2030  Powell  instructing  him  to 
“obtain  the  necessary  permit  to  dismantle 
the  10’  x  12’  bedroom  added  without  per¬ 
mit  and  ...  to  properly  dismantle  same.” 

Meanwhile,  the  wheels  are  turning.  Since 
we  suspect  that  the  owner  has  an  aversion 
to  the  permit  process,  we  wonder  if  he  will 
obtain  one  for  the  demolition? 


'Jr, 


A.  T'lxo 


UVv  CNk\^V 


JOHN  P.  KLIPHAN 

Attorney  At  Law 


1714  Stockton  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
(415)  433-6790 


ANNUAL  ELECTION  DINNER 
Monday,  April  12th 

$12.00  per  person,  including  tax,  tip  &  wine 
6:00  Drinks,  7 :00  Dinner 

Basque  Hotel 
15  Romolo  Place 

R.S.V.P. :  Ron  Vehlow,  398-3916 

Please  make  checks  payable  to 
Basque  Hotel  or  bring  exact  change 
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Landscaping  the 
eamy  Street  Steps 


At  its  January  board  meeting,  the  Hill 
Dwellers  moved  that  Jerry  Lubenow  and 
Bill  Snow  proceed  with  a  project  to  im¬ 
prove  the  Kearny  Street  steps  between 
Broadway  and  Vallejo.  The  top  portion  of 
the  block,  above  Fresno,  has  no  garages  and 
is  not  used  by  autos,  being  blocked  at  the 
top  by  a  low  wall  that  currently  celebrates 
the  Forty-Niners. 


In  1978,  a  graduate  student  did  a  site  in¬ 
ventory,  analysis,  and  some  drawings  of  a 
plan  to  turn  the  top  portion  of  the  street 
into  a  park  and  to  landscape  the  sides  of 
the  street  adjoining  it.  Fifty  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  was  set  aside  from  Open  Space  Funds. 
These  funds  are  still  available  and  are  man¬ 
aged  by  the  Department  of  Public  Works. 


ft 


Recently  Jerry,  with  the  help  of  Bill,  Anne 
Halsted,  Tim  Lilliquist  of  the  Parks  Depart  - 
ent,  and  Doug  Martin  of  DPW,  revived 
e  effort  to  take  advantage  of  the  funds 
and  to  beautify  the  south  slope  of  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill.  Due  to  its  steepness,  the  im¬ 
provements  will  be  visible  all  the  way  from 
Market  Street. 


Roger  Owen  Boyer  and  Associates,  Archi¬ 
tects  and  Planners,  have  been  engaged  to  do 
a  master  plan  for  the  entire  block  and  spe¬ 
cific  plans  for  the  Fresno  to  Vallejo  section. 
It  is  likely  that  additional  money  will  be 
needed  to  make  significant  improvements, 
since  the  existing  street  must  be  torn  up, 
and  since  the  city  charges  certain  fees  in 
addition  to  construction  costs. 


* 


Roger  will  soon  begin  additional  analysis, 
photographing  the  site,  and  sketching  some 
alternative  schemes.  His  plan  will  determine 
what  can  be  done  with  the  money  we  have, 
nd  what  would  be  possible  if  we  engage  in 
urther  fundraising.  Enrico’s  and  Vanessi’s 


leg  ante 

CAFFE  ROMA 


414  COLUMBUS  AVENUE 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94133 


TEL.:  391-8584 


650  Vallejo  Street 
San  Francisco 
California  94  133 
Phone:  DOuglas  2-3324 


LITTLE  CITY  LITHO 


ScAndinaviaHsJum  Jtags 

Mordica 

Jf  it  Cooks  tike  leather 
it  is  tiather 
Jf  it  look*  tike  wooC 
it  is  wool 

if  wood— then  wood  it  is 
iti  <UC  for  reed- and  for  keeps. 
Quatitij  Design  Construction 

MOON  to  6  Later  onjfiursday 
12,18  GRANT-SINCEI96/-EX7-I990 


"Deo 


'euvuutl 


Specializing  in  French  Basque  Dinners 
and  Mixed  Drinks 


PHONE  391-4249 


732  BROADWAY 
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RustySfupper 


1800  Montgomery  St. 
986-1180 


-Steaks-  -Prime  Rib-  -Seafood- 


have  been  contacted  for  assistance,  and  the 
three  property  owners  affected  have  been 
notified. 


Anyone  who  would  like  to  look  at  the 
plans  when  they  are  ready  and  help  with 
the  fundraising  should  speak  to  Jerry 
Lubenow  or  Bill  Snow  at  the  next  Hill 
Dwellers’  meeting. 


WELLS  FARGO 


Ronald  J.  Derenzi 

Assistant  Vice  President  and  Manager 

Columbus  Avenue  Office 

The  Only  24-Hour  Banking  Service 
in  North  Beach 


Wells  Fargo  Express  Stop 


Thomas  Cara  Ltd. 


Espresso  machines  for  the 
home  or  business;  new  or 
rebuilt,  at  lowest  prices 
in  San  Francisco 


517  Pacific  Ave.  SU.  1-0383 


TEL  HI  BENEFIT  IN  MAY 

The  former  Ben  Jonson  Restaurant  in  the 
Cannery  will  be  the  scene  of  a  Casino  even¬ 
ing  on  May  1  when  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers 
are  invited  to  gamble  away  as  much  as  they 
can  afford  to  donate  to  a  worthy  neighbor¬ 
hood  project— expansion  of  facilities  for 
the  Telegraph  Hill  Neighborhood  Associa¬ 
tion’s  Family  Practice,  under  the  direction 
of  Dr.  Larry  Shore. 

The  Tel  Hi-sponsored  benefit  on  Saturda 
May  1,  will  feature  roulette,  craps,  black¬ 
jack,  5-card  draw,  and  stud  poker.  A  $25 
tax -deductible  contribution  will  buy  food 
(donated  by  neighborhood  restaurants,  one 
drink  (other  drinks  at  moderate  prices), 
and  five  chips  to  get  started. 

Dwellers  will  receive  invitations  to  the 
benefit,  part  of  a  major  capital  fundraising 
drive  started  two  years  ago  by  Tel  Hi.  The 
neighborhood  association  is  an  important 
asset  to  North  Beach,  providing  day  care, 
nursery  school,  senior  activities,  language 
classes,  and  job  training  and  employment 
opportunities  for  residents  of  the  Bay 
Street  Housing  Project. 
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HISTORIC  DISTRICT  SURVEY 


The  first  polling  of  the  property  owners 
within  the  area  of  the  Telegraph  Hill  his¬ 
toric  district  survey  produced  a  most  en¬ 
couraging  20%  response.  In  order  to  file 
the  application  to  establish  the  district, 
65%  of  the  total  number  of  property 
owners  must  be  in  accord.  A  second  mail¬ 
ing  is  under  way  to  answer  questions  raised 
by  the  procedure  and  to  remind  the  others 
— the  80%  silent  majority— of  their  right 
to  vote.  Please  remind  friends,  neighbors, 
or  perhaps  yourself.  For  the  record,  we 
need  to  hear  from  you.  Anyone  wishing 
additional  information  should  contact  our 
coordinator,  Mrs.  G.  Bland  Platt  at  922- 
3579. 


Don’t  just 
sit  there  -  pay 

your  dues! 

$8 


Cucina  Toscana 

The  finest  meats,  vegetables,  fish  and  cheeses 
—  Pasta  made  fresh  daily  — 
w  1512  STOCKTON  STREET,  SAN  FRANCISCO 
392-1587  •  392-1700 

9  open  7  days 

VALET  PARKING 


FRESH  HOMEMADE  PASTA 
AND  FRESH  FISH 


Vallejo  and  FROM  OUR  OWN  BOA  T 


434-2248  Grant  Avenue  Open  7  Days  -  Dining  —  11:30  am  to  2:00  am 
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ELUSION  SIGN  HANGS  ON 


m\m 


OF  HYDRA 


1424  Grant  Ave.  (upper)  •  391-1948 
Ghiradelli  Square  •  776-0174 
1609  Polk  Street  •  441-1768 


FASHION  CLOTHING  FOR  MEN  AND  WOMEN 
GIFTS  AND  EXOTIC  JEWELRY 


Serving  lunch ,  dinner  and  our 
special  antipasti  every  day! 

434-2900 

673  UNION  ST.  at  POWELL 


The  garish  sign  advertising  Ellision  Ente^^ 
prises  at  the  corner  of  Stockton  and  Gr eei^B 
wich  is  still  a  visual  affront  to  angry  neigh¬ 
borhood  residents,  despite  complaints  to 
the  City  Planning  Department  and  allega¬ 
tions  by  THD  that  the  sign  violates  the 
city  planning  code. 


The  Dwellers  have  sent  two  letters  to  the 
Planning  Department  noting  that  the  sign 
was  given  department  approval  after  THD 
had  filed  its  rezoning  proposal.  Once  the 
rezoning  application  was  filed,  it  should 
have  precluded  approval  of  new  zoning 
permits,  such  as  the  one  Ellision ’s  sign  re¬ 
ceived.  Furthermore,  the  Hill  Dwellers 
allege  that  the  sign  blatantly  violates  Plan¬ 
ning  Code  section  606  (b),  which  prohibits 
signs  that  project  over  the  street  above  the 
ground  floor.  The  code  requires  that  signs 
for  commercial  establishments  be  “placed 
flat  against  the  wall  that  faces  such  street 
and  not  located  above  the  ground 
The  large,  protruding,  orange  sign 
does  not  conform  to  the  code! 


When  Planning  Department  Director  Dean 
Macris  and  Zoning  Administrator  Robert 
Passmore  attended  the  February  16  th 
general  meeting  of  the  Dwellers,  they  were 
asked  to  explain  what  action  was  being 
taken  on  the  sign  and  what  they  were  doing 
to  facilitate  its  removal.  The  administrators 
said  they  would  look  into  the  matter,  but 
they  indicated  that  it  would  be  difficult  to 
reverse  the  decision  because  the  depart¬ 
ment  had  already  approved  the  sign. 

At  this  writing  we  await  further  response 
from  the  department.  It  appears  that  con¬ 
tinued  agitation  by  angry  residents  may  be 
necessary  to  force  action  on  the  offending 
projection.  All  interested  residents  should 
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write  to:  Robert  Passmore,  Zoning  Ad¬ 
ministrator,  100  Larkin  Street,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  94107. 

The  scenario  on  this  violation  (and  others, 
such  as  2024  Powell— see  zoning  highlights 
in  this  issue)  should  remind  us  all  to  keep  a 
watchful  eye  in  our  immediate  neighbor¬ 
hood  for  potential  violations.  Once  a  build¬ 
ing  is  completed  and  it  exceeds  the  height 
limit  or  a  sign  is  erected  in  violation  of  the 
sign  code,  it  is  difficult  to  bring  the  build¬ 
ing  or  the  sign  down.  THD  has  had  greater, 
and  more  immediate,  success  in  acting  be¬ 
fore  the  deed  is  done. 


Dante  Defoliates 
North  Beach 

Despite  pleas  from  neighborhood  residents, 
Dante  Serafini  still  has  not  planted  the  two 
trees  in  containers  in  front  of  his  newly- 
opened  restaurant.  Greenery,  we  maintain, 
encourages  business,  so  come  on  Dante  and 
get  with  it. 


The  Sheraton  at  Fisherman's  Wharf  Hotel 
is  extremely  pleased  to  announce  the  opening  of 


Hours:  5:00  PM  -  1:30  AM 

Piano  entertainment:  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday  - 

7:00  PM  -  12:00  Midnight 
Friday  and  Saturday  - 
8:00  PM  -  1:00  AM 


/cr> \  Sheraton  at  Fisherman's  Wharf 


cs 


2500  Mason  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94133  (415)  362-5500 


An  establishment  of  Good  Spirits 
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